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B Recognize Larry Swales

M [ ast week in state of the state, talked about
effect of national recession
o0 More than $7 trillion lost in stock
market
o More than a million American out of
work
0 States cutting school week / releasing

prisoners / massive lay-offs

B Effects of national recession hit the just and
the unjust
0 Recession has no respect for political

parties
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B Have to deal with the impact here in MS
0 Protect people in short term / prepare for

long term

B Best way to do that is through education

o Everybody benefits from good schools

B Comprehensive plan for education
o0 Teacher pay
o0 Test scores

o Computers in Classroom

B Time to go to next level
0 Summer Start program / reduce drop-out
rates and increase skills

o0 Save the state millions



B $200 million “brain trust”
0 Recruit best minds for research,

development, workforce training

B Investments in education benefit every
Mississippian, not just students
o People want to live in good
communities
0 Good schools, good jobs, good

communities

B Have called on Legislature to fund education
In one comprehensive blll
o Fund it at 62 percent of general fund
o Time to prove to you that when it comes
to education, we mean business

0 Business means jobs
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B Have continued to create quality jobs during
national recession
o Nearly 50,000 new jobs in past three
years / $13.5 billion invested

M Building jobs across the spectrum
0 Nissan = $1.5 billion investment / more
than 5,000 direct jobs
o MS also one of top 10 states for small

business survival

B \Ve have the right policies and programs in
place to attract business / grow MS
0 Economic development is economic
development
0 2 people in a truck or 5,000 building a

truck



B Have to create opportunities across the
board
0 Rural areas hit hardest by NAFTA
0 Have to be smart and aggressive in

creating jobs

B That's the driving force behind MS Rural
Economic Impact Authority
0 Assistance to new and existing business

o Training for people who have lost jobs

B Need your help in making this happen
0 You know the challenges in rural MS

0 You also know the potential
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B |'m fighting to build MS / make it better for
our people
0 Investment in education / jobs

o Investment in infrastructure

B My budget funds bridge replacement
0 Have to address this now / can’t have
another tragedy like Wayne County
o Brooks Miller doing good work as State
Aid Road Engineer
0 Supervisors appointed to State Aid Road

Board / expertise making a difference
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B So much potential for MS and people of MS
o0 Need to invest now to realize full
promise and potential
0 Good schools, good jobs, good

communities



